
Paul Gnuyen 
507 Encmtas Way #C 
Placentia, CA 92870 

Comrmssioner Kevin J. Maam 
Federal commutllcauom Comrmssion 
445 12th street, Nw 

p a d u g t o n ,  D.C. 20554 

Dear Commissioner Kevin J. Maran: 

The broadcast flag will prevent lnnovauon amoungst one of the biggest group of software developers m the 
world Illegaliung 1 1 1  featured software based HDTVreceivers will result m a stymed pace of development 
m what IS clearly the desired path of broadcast development. I urge you to comder the rmfiwtions of your 
decision and side on the side of fiee development 

Tim& you for your tnne. and I hope you comder what I have sad. 

Paul Gnuyen 

WUYenWUY enorg 

Stncerel y, 

Paul Gnuyen 
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A l a n G h r t  
4 Eastgate Gardens 
Guldford, Umted Kmgdoe GU14AZ 

Comnussioner Kevm J. Martin 
Federal ComunIcahons Comrmssion 
44s 12th sweet, Nw 
Wadmgton,DC 20554 

Dear Comnussioner Kevin J. Martln 

Thousands of American consumers have already expressed their opposiuon to the FCCs adoptlon of a 
"broadcast flag". I am wratng to join them even though I am not American. The UK has been in the forefront 
of &stid Satdite TV and uses encryption algorithms to protect broadcast Pay TV channcls I don't understand 
the need to restnct the ability to wnte soRvare that may be used to recelve these signals The TV mdustty has 
always been fighting to keep ahead ofthe code breakers and wdl always have to regardless of whether it IS a 
software or hardware unplementation Outlawing the productlon of hardware or software will not stop 
c n m i ~ l ~  but m a y  stop otherwise legltamate busmesses. 

Kmd regards 

AlanGunkrt 

Duector 

A J G h x t  Ltd 

Smcerely, 

A l a n G h r t  
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Wednesday, October 29 2003 

Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I do not want the broadcast flag adopted. I don't want the copyright industry telling the consumer 
electronics' industry what to make, I do not want copyright to  trump free speech, innovation, future lobs 
and health insurance, and the freedom of our society to express itself. There are other ways to protect 
copynght holders. And, as the copynght industries own researchers, lnforma Media, has told them, 
transmission over the internet of video and N WILL NOT BE A PROBLEM until 2020.. . Don't buy what the 
MPM says. I t s  incorrect. They don't understand because they are scared of ending up like the RIAA. But 
their situation i s  different and it can't be solved w t h  a broadcast flag. Please do the right thing and don't 
adopt it. 

Consumers will also suffer, because they will have to  spend hundreds of dollars to upgrade to  digital 
equipment. Why? For a problem that doesn't ens t ,  for a technology that hampers innovation and new 
jobs and industries, and at  the expense of fair use? Crazy. Don't do it. Mary 

Sincerely, 

Mary Hodder 
2418 fulton street 
Berkeley, CA 94704 



JERRY HAMILTON 
5967 SPRING CROSSING 
S A N  ANTONIO, TX 78247 

Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Fedenl Commutllcatlons Comssion 
445 12th street, Nw 
Washineton, D.C. 7,054 



Robert Heym 
1308 Whnpermg Wlls Clr NW 
Hartselle, AL 35640 

Comrmssioner Kevln J Martu~ 
Federal Communications Comss ion  
445 12th street, Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Comssioner Kevin J. Mart~n 

Thousands of American consumers have already expressed thelr opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"broadcast flag". I am writmg to join them As a user of opensource software. adoption of the broadcast flag 
wdl m a '  I am unable to receive digtal television broadcasts on my computer Public policy both now and m 
the future wdl be better served by ensunng that open source and free software unplementations of digttal 
CommuIlcations techtuques used by television are specifically encouraged so as to ensure as much fiee and 
unencumbered access to infomtion as possible remam m the hands of the people 

Adopting the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control" whch is far outside its 
proper role. It is not the FCC's place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operating systems 
that consumers must use in order to watch digital television broadcast on thelr computers. It is also not the 
FCC's place to issue regulations whch mandate a free people pay license fees to corporations in order to be 
able to use their own computers as they see fit. 

Additionally. adoption of the broadcast flag will harm innovation. Many users of open-source software are 
computer programmers and "tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Their contributions and constant 
movatlon is what makes open-source software able to compete in the marketplace. 

The broadcast flag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
modulators and demodulators, preventmg opensource prognmmers from lnnovatlng m field of distal 
communications techques used by television. This places an unwarranted restrictlon on technologcal 
innovation whch could h d e r  and delay the development of technological unprovement and even the 
development of future technologtes. 

Most Americans assumed that when television became digital. viewers would be able to do more with 
television programming, not less Without innovative new products and flexlbihty m the ways consumers are 
able to watch TV, consumers will be less inclined to invest in the equtpment to view digtal televislon 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digital television LII addihon to making it illegal to 
watch diutal television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
promote the digital television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Smcerely, 

Robert Heym 
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Martm Jewel 
546 S C o w  Club 
PO Box 2481 
Mesa, AZ 85214 

Comrmssioner Kevin J. Martin 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street. Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Comrmssioner Kevm J. Martm 

As a broadcast television viewer and consumer of electromcs and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communiktions Comrmssion to vote AGAINST the adoptlon of a "broadcast flag." I am outraged that the 
FCC would even consider a regulation that clearly would restrict the way I enjoy television. We need fewer 
regulations and less government intervention in our lives. Government was not established to protect the 
merests ofany mdustry, but to protect the wants and needs of the people. 

The broadcast flag is neither ln my interest nor the pubhc's lnterest It will prevent me fiom watchng digtal 
broadcast television inthe ways I cumently enjoy analog broadcast television-for example, it will restnct my 
ability to move the video I have recorded for personal viewmg fiom room-to-room and place-to-place. 
Further, it opens the door for even more undesmble government mterventlon n~ the design aad use of 
hardware, software and services. 

The broadcast flag will also lock out my computer as a way to watch my favonte shows using my choice of 
software on a plane or trrun, or to send a television chp of a high school football game to f m l y  and fnends. 

Funhemme, if computers cannot freely receive digital television, how can I expect creative developers to 
discover new devices that enable me to use content m excittng ways I haven't even thought of? I value 
innovative devices like TiVo. ReplayTV and the Wmdows Medm Center PC, which exist today because they 
were blult to open standards uslng mexpensive. off-the-shelfcomputer puts. 

Ifthe move to &@tal television does not make the public's viewmg experienoe more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new distal television equpment7 A prettler 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current c o n s m ~  elrcnomcs and computer 
equipment. 

Let the m v i e  industry deal with the problem as a fact of l f e  in a dynarmc, technology-onented 
consmr-driven mket. If that means that there will be fewer movies on the o v e r t h e a r  channels. so be it 

As a citizen and viewer of broadcast television, I urge you to p r o m e  the congressionally-mandated digital 
television transition by opposlng adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Marun Jewel 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commlssioner Kevin J. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Waslungton, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

The broadcast flag idea assumes that the malority of consumers are crinunals. This is wrong and insultmg. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Kinney 
2401 Highway6 east 4212 
Iowa City, IA 52240 
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Friday, October 24 2003 

Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I am writing'to urge you to  vote against the broadcast flag. Americans have long enjoyed the benefits of 
time-shifting and makeing personal copies of analog TI. The higher quality and greater benefits of digital 
TV should not be a tradeoff for individuals to lose those rights. 

Hollywood IS notorlous for claiming that the VCR and every new technology innovation will put them out of 
business, but they have been wrong every time and are wrong again. Please vote against the broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Kister 
124 University Ave 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the  Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against t he  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I a m  gravely 
concerned that  t he  proposed broadcast flag regulation will unfairly restrict the  ability of 
consumers t o  enjoy television while affording l itt le actual protection to  content providers. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of t he  benefits of switching t o  
and buying digital television equipment, and despite legislative at tempts t o  force the  
technology down the  public's throat, it won' t  succeed unless it's palatable. I f  switching means 
incompatibil i ty wi th  existing displays and equipment, and t h e  potential loss of abil ity t o  t ime-  
shift programming, it won' t  go down. More expensive and less functional equipment may be 
flne wi th  the  MPAA, but it's not good for the  public. 

I am very concerned about the  implications of t he  broadcast flag for fair-use and time-shifting. 
Those working on different schedules have come t o  depend on the  availability of pr ime t i m e  
content in off hours. Editing broadcasts to  share important or interesting clips wi th family and 
friends for non-commerical purposes also seems t o  be imperiled by the  broadcast flag. The 
broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove the control and flexibility afforded by current 
technology, which has actually increased the  value and popularity of television. 

What compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new digital equipment, a t  least unti l  
my current equipment fails and cannot be repaired 7 A prettier picture is fine, but not enough 
not enough so to  relinquish the  ability t o  time-shift and fair use rights under copyright law. As 
a citizen and consumer, I urge you t o  promote the  digital transition, electronic equipment 
manufacturers, and broadcasters, by opposing the  broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

David 1. Looney 
260 Hygeia Court 
Encinitas, CA 92024 

, ,. 



Joyce Maley 
Po Box loo0 
E l m  SC 29045 

Comrmssioner Kevin J. Martin 
Federal Communications Comrmssion 
44s 12th street, Nw 
Washugto~ D C. 20554 

Dear Comrmssioner Kevin J. Martln 

As a law abiding, tax paymg US cItizeq please don't allow my TV viewmg to have added restrictlons. I don't 
copy shows to sell to others and have no intent to do so in the future. I respect the copyright laws and will 
abide by ffiem with M additional needing to be put in place. Please vote agalnst the adoption of a "broadcast 
flag." I am so disapolnted that apparently there is an expected fidure abuse by some people, and I'm gong to 
be putllshed for it 

At times I record shows III my living room as that is the only satelitte connection I can afford at th~s tune. I 
crzll then take the tape to my bedroom in the everung or another room that I might be working in. I can't 
believe that anyone could feel that t h l s  broadcast f lag  is ln my interest nor in the interest of the law abidng 
plbllc. 

Ifthis is g o k  to be implemented III dlgtal TV, I say 'NO' to digital TV. What good IS I t  to have hgh quality 
TV if I bave to leave for a rehearsal and just want to record the last 15 m t e s  of a show that I would 
othenvise miss,  and can 110 longer do so? As a citizen and viewer of broadcast television, I urge you to 
promote the dgtal  television transition by opposing adoptlon of the broadcast flag. 

sincerely, 

Joyce Maley 
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Thursday, October 30 2003 

Commissioner Kevin J Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornxqwioner M h n ,  

The proposed broadcast flag will not work 

The consumer is Judge, Jury, and executioner Ask Circuit City and their former Divx product 
(Not the video codec) 

I hope the MPAA is ready for backlash from the consumer electronics industry when no one buys 
the new items. There will be a major buying frenzy nght before it's enforced, followed by 
complete silence. No one likes when freedom is taken away from them Especially for a problem 
that doesn't emst 

Anyone who does not know a b u t  what is going on, u l l l -  the global Internet will alert them There 
is always one person is each family that is "good with computers" and is sought ouf for 
information. The truth wll be told of greedy corporate executives, followed by some choice curses 
Thus, a sale wll  be stopped. The same way people are boycothng the RIM (you think the latest 
low numbers are plracy?) 

There will be hacks and cracks almost instantly if it gets passed 

Technology can not be stopped- greedy organizations need to evolve with the tlmes, not launch 
p the t~c  attempts at controlling the consumer. 

Sincerely, 

EdMartucci 
280 River Rd. #47B 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 



Julie Mayberry 
2829 Sterling Park Dnve 
Raleigh, NC 2603 

Comrmssioner Kevm 1. Martin 
Federal Communications Comnussion 
445 12th street, Nw 
Washingtoa D C. 20554 

Dear Comnussioner Kevin 1. Marttn: 

HI there, 

I am a professor of Commutllcatlon at NC State University and Meredith College m Raleigh North Carolma. 
Since I began teachmg, I have found that video clips frommvies and television are VERY ef€ecUve teachmg 
tools. When I teach a concept, like conflict resolutios I can talk about it for days and days, but this is not as 
effective as taw about it for W a n  hour, and then showing a video chp from a television show that many 
students watch Smce conflict is a standard device used in both drama and comedy, I can fuxl compellug 
examples of class concepts for my students to study. When they have heard about a concept and then see it 
acted out right in fknt of them, they not only leam and understand it better, but also the lnforination is 
retamed and they are more llkely to use it. Many students are reluctant to act out role plays in kont of thelr 
classmates, so w a t c h  a video is a very useful tool in portmying these concepts. I believe that one of the 
mst important t hgs  about the communicationtheoriedconcepts I teach is that they are noaceable all around 
us in our everyday lives, andnotlung illustrates this better than clips fiom TV shows that students already 
watch on a day to day basis. I have even managed to find a Simpson’s episode that shows a small group’s 
reaction to powerforclng techques that I use on my final exam 

If you saw my annual salary, you would laugh I cannot afford (nor can my department with all our budget 
cuts)to buy expensive video tapes depictlng these concepts, and often the video tapes available for purchase 
are outdated, stilted, and art~ficml-sounding. Please don’t limt my ability to use what is good and kee and 
sitting right there. 

Thank Y O 4  

Julie Mayberry 

Smcerely, 

Julie Maybeny 
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Monday, October 27 2003 

Cornmissioner Kevin J Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

16506181679 From 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

As a consumer of broadcast television. electronics, and computer products, I request that the Federal 
Communications Commission vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " 

I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag, and how this would restrict the 
way I enjoy television The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience 
more enjoyable, flexible. and exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer 
electronics and computer equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to 
promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Shane Metler 
275 John Knox Rd 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 



Comrmssioner Kevm J. Martln 
Federal Commun~cauons Comssion 
445 12th street, Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Uchael Charles Miller 
525 Cole Street 
Apartment I 
San Francisco, CA 941 17 

RECEIVED 
NOV - 5 2003 

F e d a l d w - ~  
O l f l c 4 d n I a ~  

Dear Commissioner Kevm J. Mwtm. 

T h d s  of American consumers have already expressed theu opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"broadcast flag". I am writing to join them As a user of opensource software, adopuon of the broadcast flag 
wdl mean I am unable to receive digtal television broadcasts on my computer 

Please, remember your charter eomthe Umted States Congress and stop spend% your tune and our money 
protecung bdlionaire. boys club lnembers while you ignore the abuses of the P-U-B-L-I-C w a v e s I  

Enough is enough! No more 'protecUon' of the corporate citizens at the expense of the actual human belngs 
who pay for your salary, your enforcement acts and soon, give up any access at all to the very public specuum 
you are charged to protect 

&member the public. We, alone, own the airwaves, own the cable rights-of-way, own the satelhe I&, and 
we, alone, are the true cbents of the FCC. 

Smcerely, 

Michael Charles f i l ler  
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kchard J Mooney 
11619 Rver Hills Dr 
Burnsville Minnesota 55337 

Comssioner Kevln J Martin 
Federal Commutllcatlons Comrmssion 
445 12th street, Nw 
Waslungto& D C 20554 

Dear Commissioner Kevin J. hh%n 

The current way that I can marupdate media withm my home network Is why 

I mvested m three desktop computers and one laptop With restnmons m the 

furture I will no longer need or want t h ~ s  network and the need for a computer for 

anything other than word processing or occasional movie Iistmgs. Th~s is why I 

stronlgy oppose any change that would prohlbit my current rights. 

I am also upset that digtal standards for television may requre a subscnption 

for what I can currently view for Eee (Minus me not charging to watch commercials Ha). 

I lost my job and had to unsubscribe to cable to cut costs, w h t  will the future hold 

for those of us who cannot aford to parhcipate from tlme to time? 

As a broadcast television viewer and oonsumex of electronics and computer products, I 

urge the Federal Commun~cations Comss ion  to vote agamst the adoption of a "broadcast 

flag." I am outraged that the FCC would consider a regulation would remict the way 

I enjoy television. 

The broadcast flag is neither rn my mterest nor the public's interest It will prevent 

me Eom watching digital broadcast television m the ways I currently enjoy analog 

broadcast television-for example, it wlll restrict my ability to move the video I 

have recorded for personal viewing from Mom-to-room and place-to-place. 

The broadcast flag will also lock out my computer as a way to watch my favonte shows 

usingmy choice of software on a plane or tram, or to send a television clip of a 

high school football game to family and fnends. 
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Furthennore, if computers cannot k l y  receive digital television, how can I expect 

creative developers to discover new devices that enable me to use content rn excitlng 

ways I haven't even thought of' I value innovative devices llke TiVo, RqlaylV and 

the Wmdows Medm Center PC. which exlst today because they were bult to open 

standards usmg mexpensive, off-theshelf computer parts. 

Ifthemove to digtal television dces not make the public's viewmg experience 

more eqoyable. flexlble. and excifmg, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer 

to buy new digital television eqwpment? A prettier picture is hardly enough reason 

for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer equpment. 

As a citlzen and viewer of broadcast televisios I urge you to promote the digtal 

television transiuon by opposing adoptlon of the broadcast flag. Izlck Mmney 

slncerely, 

kchard J Mooney 

, 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Kevin J Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I am writing to you today as someone not only deeply concerned with the content of broadcast television and 
home video. but also as a consumer of related electronic devices such as digital video cameras And today I 
ask the Federal Communications Commission to reject any adoption of a "broadcast flag " 

It is bad enough realizing how expensive the transition to digital N will be - not just for broadcasters and 
narrowcasters (in cable and DSSlsatellite markets) but also for the viewing public And no-one wants to get 
stuck buying an entirely new home network, monitors, and yet more needless gear (and thus adding to our 
collective credit card debt - which has to be a pain in an of itself), as the MPA(A) and their supporters would 
prefer us to do 

Moreover, the "broadcast flag" would make it impossible for anyone to be more than a "passive consume<' - 
which is not what we were born to be in the first place We were meant for something better than to be 
guinea pigs for the latest Hollywood product(s) 

Moreover, how is the average person supposed to create new and (possibly) important video works if 
everything has to be sent through a Hollywood-governed gatekeeper? Pretty pictures aren't good enough 
anymore (nor were they ever good enough to begin with) to justify trashing (literately) perfectly-working 
electronic gear And I refuse to add more to our landfills 

I ask the FCC to oppose the broadcast flag system and end the greed that is milking us dry for Hollywood's 
benefit 

Sincerely, 

Philip David Morgan 
207 Cambon Avenue 
Saint James, NY 11780 
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Monday, October 27 2003 

Commissioner Kevm J. Martln 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I am opposed to the adoption of a "broadcast flag." These weak "copy protechon sbcemes" are pointless. 
This law will only be used to proseetute the competition and people who like to recodng software. Please 
stay away from the broadcast flag. 

Thank You. -Jason Macpherson 

Sincerely, 

Jason Macpherson 
1733 N 450 W 
Provo, UT 84604 
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Cmig Myers 
1062 Rustlmg O& Dnve 
Mllersville. MD 21 108 

Comssioner Kevm J. Martin 
Federal communicahons Commission 
44s 12th street, N w  
Washmgtoa D.C. 20554 

Dear Commissioner Kevin J. Marttn 

Si, 

I feel it is ineffective and innppropriate for the Federal Commmcations Commission to regulate softwarc 
&ChvitIeS. I understand the FCC is considering rules or regulations that will make it illegal to write or use 
software that processes drgital tv content that has a "broadcast flag" set I am not m favor of t h ~ s  effort. 

Exlsting laws are designed to protect the property nghts of creative works. Banning software efforts because 
they "rmghr" be used to break the law is not e-ve and unamerjcaa As a user of open-source software, 
adopbon of the broadcast flag will mean I am unable to receive digital television broadcasts on my computer. 

I am currently buildmg my own "Home Theater PC" that will provide wife fnendly operation of the mynid 
devices within a modern home entertammnt system. Integral to such a system is the ability to bring in 
broadcast HDTV signals to a computer. hmt them and display them on a momtor (or TV). I will be usmg 
open source software and wrihng my own. I have no intention of violating copyrights. As a successful nxddle 
class adult, I represent the target market for HDTV products and services. 

The motion picture industry will have to make a value judge men^ is the profit to be reahzed from digtal TV 
transmission worth the nsk of imprcper copymg. All the copymg mthcds the MPAA f w s  for digtal TV are 
possible now, so the broadcast flag law is too Imttle, too late. With or without the broadcast flag, knowledgable 
people with the desire to cheat will be able to do so 

I thmk the W s  recent efforts to sue or prosecute copynght violators is the correct approach. Use the laws 
and the judrcial system to protect your nghts. Trying to legislate Limitations on technology is meffective and 
wimencaa 

Thank you for your interest. 

Smcerely. 

Craig Myers 

1 



, 

Craig Myers 
1062 Rustling Oaks Dnve 
Mllersville. MD 21 108 

Comssioner Kevin J Matin 
Federal Communicatlons Comssion 
44s 12th street, Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Commissioner Kevin J. lvIartln. 

Sirs, 

I feel it is meffective and inappropriate for the Federal Commun~catlons Commission to regulate software 
acbvitles. I understand the FCC is considerug rules or regulations that will make it illegal to write or use 
s o w  that processes digital tv  content that bas a "broadcast flag" set. I am not in favor of th~s effort 

Existing laws are designed to protect the propem nghts of creabve works. Banning software efforts because 
they "might" be used to break the law is not effecbve and unamericaa As a user of open-source software, 
adoption of the broadcast flag will mean I am unable to receive diBtal television broadcasts on my computer. 

I am currently bddmg my own "Home Theater PC" that will provide wlfe fnendly operation of the mynid 
devices w i t b  a modem horn entertainment system Integral to such a system is the ability to bnng in 
broadcast HDTV signals to a computer, format them and display them on a momtor (or TV). I will be using 
open source software and writing my own. I have no intentton of violating copyrights. As a successful mddle 
class adult, I represent the target market for HDW products and services. 

The motion picture industry will have to make a value j d g m n t ,  is the profit to be realized from digtal TV 
transmission worth the nsk of itnprcper copying. AU the m p y q  methods the MPAA fears for digtal TV are 
possible now, so the broadcast flag law is tm little, too late. With or without the broadcast flag, knowledgable 
people with the deslre to cheat wll be able to do so 

I t b k  the W s  recent efforts to sue or prosecute copyright violators is the correct approach. Use the laws 
and the judicial system to protect your rights. Trying to legislate hitations on technology is meffective and 
unamencm 

Thank you for your merest. 

smcerely, 

Crag Myers 
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c h i s  Poe 
900 Debden Dr 
Island Lake, IL 60042 

Commissioner Kevln I. Martln 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street. Nw 
Washington,DC 20554 

Dear Comrmssioner Kevin I. Mart~n 

Thousauds of American consumen have already expressed theu opposition to the FCCs adoptlon of a 
"broadcast flag". I am writing to join them As a user of open-source software, adoption of the broadcast flag 
will mean'I am unable to receive digtal television broadcasts on my computer 

I am a proud member ofthe open source s o h a r e  movement. I help test, debug, document, and create 
sofhwm in collaboration with m y  others like me around the world. I have *never* knowmgly participated 
in any unethical practices such as illegal music piracy. code stealing, patenr or copynght infringement I'm one 
of the good guys - one of the vast majority of good guys. 

I respectfully subnut that m the global economy one has of two choices. Parucipate or die. Aruficial 
traddtechnology baniers to said parucipatlon lnevitably have untended consequences to the overall 
deuunent of our economy. The role of the FGC is not to protect the revenue stream of a nunoiity of nledia 
companies, but to ensure that the general public has reasonable access to technologies and frequency 
specmun In a word Freedom. 

Adoptlng the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Fedend Computer Control" whch is outside its 
proper role. It is not the FCC's place to effectively choose the s o h a r e  licenses or computer operatmg systems 
that consumers must use m order to watch digtal television broadcast on thelr computers 

Additionally, adoption of the broadcast flag will harm movation. Many users of open-source s o h a r e  are 
computer programtners and "tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Theu contributions and constant 
innovation is what makes open-source software able to compete ln the marketplace The internet was bult -- 
literally - on open source software. The dirty secret ofthe IT industly is that the lntemet could not have been 
built by one orgmzation. Period. 

The broadcast flag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
modulators and demodulatom, preventmg open-source programmers from lnnovatlng in field of dg ta l  
commutucations techques us& by television. 

Most Americans assumed that when television became dgtal. viewers would be able to do more with 
television programming, not less Without innovative new products and flexibility in the ways consumers are 
able to watch TV, coflsumers will be less inclined to invest in the equipment to view digtal television 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption ofdigital television in additton to malung it illegal to 
watch digital television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
pmmte the digtal television tnnsitlon by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

I voted for George Bush p r m l y  because the Rebublican platform philosophcally wants fke enterprise to 
work by getung government out of the way. Tbis is one of those issues that tests ifmy vote was the correct 
OW. 
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Respecmy. 

ChrlS Poe 

Island Lake, IL 

Sincerely, 

ChrlS Poe 
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Terrell F'rude', Jr 
10332 Main St. #145 
Fa~rfax, VA 22030 

Comssioner Kevin J. Martin 
Federal Commutucations Commission 
445 12th street, Nw 
Wadungtoq D C. 20554 

Dear Comnussioner Kevin I. Martm 

Hello folks, 

I'm wn& about this "broadcnst flag" that I undcrstond will bc dccidcd upon prctty soon. I t h d  it's a bad 
idea. Implementlng th~s broadcast flag will not stop folks from violatlng copynghts, it will just stop honest 
folks who want to use Free and Open Source S o h a r e  (FOSS) from watchng it As a professional systems 
engmeer. and as s o m n e  who uses FOSS opera- system, this scares tne 

I don't see the need for any sort of "broadcast flag." We don't have them on analog TV, and that hasn't stopped 
people from, say, golng to the movies or renting videos (as Blockbuster Video's profits wlll gladly confirm) I 
don't see any "underground market" for episodes of "Friends" or "Fmier" or even "Star Trek". the latter of 
whch in particular has a nearcult hllowing; people t y p i d y  go to Blockbuster or some online video store 
and buy the episodes. 

The FCC has been warned numerous times by Congress, as I recall, about rubberstampig th~ngs that some 
corporations put in front of you Where is the benefit of preventmg FOSS developers from writlng software 
that allows people to watch dgital TV on their computers, vs. letttng only the MPAA and mcrosoft do so? 
FOSS is the one thing keepmg any sliver of "honesty", if you can call it that, in the lkes of M~crosofi and the 
MF'AA Open competition-true competition, not lmted by s m t h m g  like this broadcast flag-is how 
innovahon happens. You redly want to stop that? 

Why would you want to make it illegal for me to watch di@tal TV on my computer without having to install 
Wmdows? 

Put a stop to this broadcast flag busmess, or anythug else llke it. It's not good foi the count~y. The MPAA and 
Microsoft are not the e n t ~ ~ t y  of the United States of America 

Smcerely, 

Terrell Prude', Jr 

Smcerdy, 

Terrell Prude', Jr. 
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1 
Jeme Smth 
P. 0. Box 580 
Lmcolnton, GA 308 17 

Comrmssionex Kevln J. Martln 
Federal Communrcations Comrmssmn 
445 12th street, Nw 
washingtoa n c. 20554 

Dear Commissioner Kevin J. Miuhn 

From and edumtwn standpomt, the Broadcast Flag would greatly h d e r  classroom mstructioa The Far Use 
law has been such a help for educators to incorporate up-todate lnfonnatlon in the classroom. W t  better 
way to discuss ovenveight cbddren or the cruelty of children than to show the program where a thm girl 
dressed m a fat sut  and went to a new school? what better way to dicuss the events in the mddle east than to 
be able to record the news a show a segment to your class. 

The problems with Hollywood and piracy are understandable because people should be paid for their work 
and not have to wony about others tdung advantage of that, but not allowmg schools to record programs and 
segments of programs wdl further h d e r  education u our counq. 

From a personal standpomt, my f m l y  is very busy. There are so m y  mghts when we are not home when 
our favorite shows come on. Ifit weren't for VCR's, we would never get to see these shows. We are not 
showmg them m an open forum and c h a r m  admiss~on. We are watchmg them at a later date. If we could not 
do this and countless OM could not as well, many of these shows would go off the a r  because the interest m 
them would be gone. 

Smcerely, 

Jeanie Smth 
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Thursday, October 30 2003 

Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I am writing to you because of the threat of putting broadcast flags into television programs.1 think it IS a 
bad deal for consumers because if you record something that has a broadcast flag in It you wont be able to 
watch it on any other player but the one you recorded it on. witch I think is unreasonable.it hurts the 
consumers the people that buy the products. i realize that the companies want to find a way to prevent 
piracy but this is the wrong way to go about it in my opinion. hurting everybody lust because of what 
some people are doing is not fair. pay per view and video on demand might be effected in a negative 
way.because people might not buy from them if the content has broadcast flags in the programs. I bought 
something from pay per view a few days ago and I cannot play it on my dvd player in the living room or 
the one on my computer.if video on demand starts doing this i will stop buying from them as well.. digital 
should not mean less rights to thle consumer. it should make it easier for people to watch and record 
programs not more inconvenient. I do believe copy protection does have a reason to prevent piracy.but 
their is such a thing as going to far. instead of totally preventing people from viewing stuff they record off 
the television companies should make their own software and sell it to consumers 

Sincerely, 

Supersaiyarnan 
3521 Suffolk drive 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 



Thursday, October 30 2003 

, 

Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

To Whom It May Concern, 

The FCC is about t o  undertake an action that will have significant repercussions for many years to come. 
That said, as an informed and technologically savvy U S .  consumer, I urge you to  not approve the use of a 
“broadcast flag” or other similiar means by the various media outlets who have sought this measure. 

Instead I ask that you take the matter under advisement, pay for an independent study, request the GAO 
to look at the potential economic impacts, and provide time for additional public comment. 

Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully. 

Eldon R. Smith Ill 

Sincerely, 

Eldon Smith 
7671 Stana Court 
Lorton, VA 22079 
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Sunday, October 26 2003 

Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

This is a terrible idea. When the  average person tries to  record something and gets an error 
they are going to be PISSEDli The people who you are trying t o  stop f rom pirating wiil easily 
f ind get-arounds and other methods. This will only hur t  t h e w  viewers who PAID FOR THEIR 
TV, RECORDER, AND CONTENT11 

Sincerely, 

Chris T a r a o n  
301 N. Reuter Dr. 
Arlington Heights, I L  60005 



Lisa A. Taft 
255 Mathews Ave. 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Federal Commmcations Comssion 
445 12th street, Nw 
Washup% D C 20554 

Dear Comssioner Kevin J. Mamn 

As a future school media specllist and parent, I am opposed to the broadcast flag rule on the grounds that it 
will impede innovation and access to broadcast media. Exarmnation and cntlque of broadcast media is an 
important part ofmiomation literncy m the 21st century. Historically, the fair use clause ofthe copyright law 
has enabled edmtors to teach medm htency. The broadcast flag could senously damage that educational 
mandate. The broadcast flag rule is clearly not m the best interest of an educated and mdependent citizenry. 
Please do not pass the broadcast flag rule. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa A. Taft 
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t 

Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin 
445  12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

As a manufacturer of consumer electronics, I urge the  Federal Communications Commission t o  
vote against the  adoption o f  a "broadcast flag." I a m  gravely concerned that a broadcast flag 
regulation would restrict t he  way consumers legitimately enjoy television. 

I a m  very concerned about the  fair-use implications of the  broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more  than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and 
participate. I can record lV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of lV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an emai l  clip of m y  child's football game to a distant relative; or record a lV 
program onto a DVD and play it at  my friend's apartment.  The broadcast flag seems designed 
t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. The "Universal vs. Sony" case ruling wil l in 
effect be overturned b y  this regulation, which may ultimately be ruled out  by the  courts again. 

The main issue of this regulation is that it will do l itt le t o  actually prevent t he  piracy of 
content, as it wil l be easy for those who want t o  distribute content even with this flag t o  do so. 
All thls regulation does is to  prevent t h e  legitimate use of PVRs and VCRs to t ime shift or 
record for posterity. I n  effect it will tu rn  consumers who have fair use rights into criminals t o  
continue using their content as they are  currently allowed to.  

As a manufacturer and a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote 
the  digital transition b y  opposing the  broadcast flag. 

Steven Vasquez Co-Founder ReQuestMultirnediawww.request.com 

Sincerely, 

Steven Vasquez 
435 2nd Avenue 
Troy, NY 12182 

http://ReQuestMultirnediawww.request.com


Justin Weber 
I193 Dnver Place 
Wescosvdle, PA 18106 

Comrmssioner Kevin 1. Martin 
Federal Comtnun~ca~ons Comss ion  
445 12th street, Nw 
Washingtos D.C 20554 

Dear Comrmssioner Kevin J. 

Dear FCC, 

The Univ&sal Studios vs. BetaMax lawsut dictated that just because it is possible to mfrmge copyrights with 
a device did not call for an outnght ban of that technology. VCR's revolutlomzed the way amencans watch 
TV and enhance our life. With busy life styles It becomes impossible to itragme laws and regulations on 
timeddling My faith in lawmalung bodies is very 6mt  Prove me wrong. Thanks for your time. 

sincerely, 

Justin Weber 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

, 

Commissioner Kevin J Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics. and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communicatibns Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag I' I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

It's bad enough that Copyright law has been chipped away and eroded to the point that it no longer 
resembles what the framers intended Adding the Broadcast Flag would amount to elimination of copyright 
law altogether by allowing content providers rather than legislature to specify what constitutes fair use of 
content And given the teeth of the DMCA, the arbitrary choices of content providers would have the rule of 
law 

The broadcast flag must not pass 

Sincerely. 

Todd Robert Wyatt 
4525 Steepleton Way 
Charlotte, NC 28215 



October 28,2003 

Commlssloner Kevln J Martln 
Federal Communlcatlons Commlsslon 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton, D C 20554 

Dear Kevln Martln, 

I am Wrltlng to volce my opposRlon to any FCCmandated adoptlon of "broadcast flag" technology for dlgltal televlslon As a 
consumer and cltlzen, I feel strongly that such a pollcy wnuld be bad for Innomtion, consumer rlghB, and the ultlmate 
adoptlon of DN 

I recently purchased a Panasonlc 106h DVR Thls Dlgltal Vldeo Recorder has a hard drive that can store upto 106 hours of 
vldeo 

"Great(", I thought, "copy the kld's DVD's to the harddrlm so that the peanut butter covered fingers can't destroy the 
Dlsney orlglnall 

I llgured I could load up our DVD's Ilke a play llst and let the klds use the remote to control what they want to watch 
Maybe make a backup copy of a few of my favorites to play on my laptop whlle travellng 

Well, guess what, the DVD'S have the broadcast flag already on them You can't copy them uslng th19 mschlne 

My head was splnnlng as I read the chapter ol"can and can'? on the broadcast flag Flnally, when I couldn't play a DVD I 
made from a broadcast N show on my computer, I took the thlng back 

I WILL NOT BUY ANOTHER DVWHDN If R has the broadcartflagi 

Slncerely. 

Ed Wehner 
1201 Lydia Ln 
SIlnt Paul, MO 63366 
USA 
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Monday, October 27 2003 

Commissioner Kevin J Martin 
445 12th Street, NW 
WaShingtOn. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Martin, 

I am opposed to the new requirement you and the content producers are proposing, the "broadcast flag" I 
am not oppobed to Copyright ownership, nor do I support piracy, but I firmly believe that it IS not In the best 
interests of America for the FCC to attempt to enforce private legal privileges I oppose the broadcast flag 
and, even more so, the DMCA, an affront to our Constitution and Bill of rights 

Sincerely, 

Donald S Wilde 
2218 Southern Blvd SE # I2  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

. 


